
Prefix Meaning Example 
a-, ab-  away, from absent 
ad- to, towards, in addition advantage 
anti- against anticlimax 
auto-  by oneself autobiography 
bi-  two bilingual 
bio- life biography 
circum- around circumnavigate 
com-, con-, cor-
, col-, co- 

with, together 
(also used as an intensive meaning 
completely, very, greatly, deeply, 
forcibly) 

co-owner 

contra-, 
counter-  

against, opposite counter-argument 

de-  down, away, away from, aside, 
out, off 
(also used as an intensive meaning 
utterly, completely) 

desegregate 

dis-, dif-, di- apart, in different directions, 
away, not 

dissimilar 

e-, ex-, ef- from out, forth 
(also used as an intensive meaning 
exceedingly, up) 

ex-chairman 

equi-  equally  
extro-, extra-  outside extraordinary 
in-  inside internal  
in-, im-, il-, ir-, 
un-  

not incompatible 

inter-  between, among interaction 
intro-  within in introvert 
kilo- thousand kilobyte 
mal- bad malfunction  
mega- million megabyte 
mis - wrong mismanagement 
mini- small miniskirt 
mono- one monolingual 
photo-  light photography 
poly- many polysyllable 
post -  after post-mortem 
pre- before, in front, forth 

(also used as an intensive meaning 
very) 

prenatal 

pro-, pur- before, in front, forward, forth, 
out, away, instead of, for 

pronoun 

re-, red-  back, again Re-organise 
sub-  below subdivision 
semi- half semicircle 
super-, sur-  over, above superpowers 
trans-, tra - across, over transport 
tri- three triathlon 
under- below, too little underpayment 
 


